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Mr. Dave Levac: On Tuesday, March 24, I had the privilege of greeting the Minister of Energy 

and Infrastructure, the Honourable George Smitherman, in the riding of Brant. It was one of the 

many stops in the province as part of this hard-working minister's Green Energy and Green 

Economy Act tour. We discussed and discovered how the Green Energy Act would help create 

more than 50,000 private sector jobs in the next three years, promote conservation, promote 

investments and provide lots of opportunity for growth in green technology throughout Ontario. 

 

During his visit, I had the opportunity to host the minister and to bring him to two of the many 

companies in my riding that have had much to offer in terms of green energy technology: R.J. 

Ecosafe Homes in Ohsweken, of the Six Nations territory; and the ProTerra LED factory in St. 

George. We had the opportunity to meet the president of R.J. Ecosafe Homes, which is a First 

Nations-owned operation with non-native partners, a company that manufactures affordable, 

safe and durable insulated-panel homes which are erected directly on-site. Being composed of a 

revolutionary insulated metal panel system and powered and heated in part by the rays of the 

sun, they are energy-efficient and are compatible with their beliefs of living in union with Mother 

Earth. 

 

The minister was also enthusiastic to see the company ProTerra, which manufactures a 50-watt 

LED street lamp replacement bulb that is comparable to the currently used 250-watt mercury 

vapour bulbs. The president of ProTerra, John Johnson stated that he currently has 11 

employees. However, he anticipates when it eventually reaches its peak of production,  

he’ll have 70-80 workers and another 30-40 indirect jobs will be created. 

Mr. Speaker, these companies need our support and they can benefit from the initiatives of the 

Green Energy and Green Economy Act.  
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